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is conditional and subject to their own interpretations which
is contrary to the authoritative statements of the Delegation
and the Viceroy issued on the 16th and the 25th of May. The
Congress have made it clear that they do not accept any of the
terms of the fundamentals of the scheme, but that they have
agreed only to go into the constituent assembly and to nothing:
eise and that constituent assembly is a sovereign body and
can take such decisions as it may rhink proper in total disre-
gard of the terms and the basis on which ic is to be set up.
Subsequently they made this further clear beyond doubt in
the speeches that were made ac the meeting of the All-India;
Congress Committee in Bombay on the 6th of July by pro-
minent members of the Congress and in the statement of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the President of the Congress, to a
pre.cs conference on 10th July in Bombay and then again even
after the debate in Parliament in a public speech by him at
Delhi on the 22nd of July.
The result is that of the two major parties, the Muslim
League alone has accepted the statement of May 16th and 25th
according to the spirit and letter of the proposals embodied
therein, and in spite of the attention of the Secretary of
State for India having been drawn to this situation by the
statement of the President of the Muslim League of the 13th
July from Hyderabad^ Deccan, neither Sir Stafford Cripps in
the House of Commons, nor Lord Pethick'Lawrence in the
House of Lords in the course of the recent debate have pro-
vided or suggested any means or machinery to prevent the
constituent assembly from taking decisions which would be
ultra vires and not competent for the assembly to take.
The only reply to this matter that the Secretary of State gave
was mere expression of a pious hope and said : tl That would
not be fair to the other parties who go in."
Once the constituent assembly has been summoned and
met, there is no provision or power that could prevent any
decision from being taken by the Congress with its over*
whelming majority, which would not be competent for the
assembly to take or which would be ultra vires of it and
however repugnant it might be to the letter or the spirit of
the scheme. It would rest entirely with the majority to take
such decisions as they may think proper or suit them and the
Congress has already secured by sheer number an overwhelm-